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ROAD AND RAIL PROJECTS — FEDERAL FUNDING 
804. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the $800 million in road and rail projects for which the minister has been seeking assurances about 
funding from the federal Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development. 

(1) Given the assurances made by the federal Minister for Finance on radio today, is the minister now 
satisfied that the commonwealth has guaranteed funding for these projects?  

(2) Is the minister confident, and has he sought a guarantee or received a guarantee, that commonwealth 
funding for these projects will be delivered no later than the time frames outlined in the budget he just 
brought down? 

(3) Will the minister table the letter mentioned in today’s The West Australian from the federal minister, 
Warren Truss?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 
(1)–(3) I will work backwards—no. The answer to the second part is that whilst the commonwealth is yet to 

provide detailed cash flows, the conversations I have had with the commonwealth have indicated a 
willingness, where possible, to bring forward and accelerate some of those projects. Indeed, there are 
conversations happening at officer level between the Department of Transport and Main Roads officials 
and their counterparts in Canberra on that front.  
To the first part of the question, all the advice I have from the commonwealth is that its financial 
commitments to these projects will be detailed in the commonwealth’s Mid-year Economic and Fiscal 
Outlook, which I understand is about four weeks away. I should also point out that one thing 
Minister Truss did confirm was additional funding to a very important road, and that, of course, is the 
Perth–Darwin highway. The total commonwealth contribution to that project will be over $600 million, 
which I have to say is most welcome. It is a very important part of the metropolitan road network; it is a 
road extension that has been advocated for a long time by my colleague the member for Swan Hills. I 
congratulate him on doing such a good job on behalf of his constituents.  
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